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STOS: Specialist Teacher Outreach Service 

 
The specialist teacher outreach service (STOS) supports ORS funded 
children attending their local mainstream school. We work alongside 
teachers and teacher aides to differentiate the curriculum to meet the 
needs of the students, whilst still being included in the day-to-day life 
of the classroom as much as possible. This looks different for every 
classroom and every student, and changes term to term depending 
on their area of need. Some examples of the types of activities we 
organise are writing groups with mixed abilities of children, life skills 
such as cooking and transport, communication support, independent 
tasks, maths programmes which run alongside the teachers planning 
and reading activities which are delivered daily by the teacher aides. 
We introduce and model activities and strategies to engage students 
in learning and to maximise the use of teacher aide time allocated to 
each child.  
 
We are also able to support our mainstream colleagues with 
education outside the classroom activities, which can be difficult for 
some of our students to manage. Additional specialist support means 
that more children can access this valuable part of the school 
curriculum. 
 
We also attend IEP meetings and work alongside specialists from the 
Ministry of Education such as speech  language therapists and 
occupational therapists. Sometimes this includes resourcing and 
modelling activities that are suggested by these specialists and/or 
adapting them to fit the ethos of the particular classroom. 

Helen Broad 

Teachers from the Specialist Teacher Outreach Service (Outreach Service) can travel to schools 

in their local areas to support students on the Ongoing Resourcing Scheme (ORS). To get  

support, the students must be enrolled in their local school and in the Outreach Service. 

The specialist teacher works as part of the studentôs support team, which includes their class 

teachers, learning support staff, support staff and family or whǕnau. 

If you would like more information about this service, which is run by special schools throughout 

the country please visit the Education website: https://www.education.govt.nz/school/student-

support/special-education/getting-help-for-students-with-special-needs-from-the-specialist-

teacher-outreach-service/ . 

Currently we have three teachers at Allenvale who provide this very valuable service to several of 
our local schools. Helen Broad is the full time lead teacher and has provided the article below to 
give you all a little more insight into her/their work. Helen Hillier and Bette Corliss make up the 
rest of the team and currently work one day a week in this role. 

Left, from top to bottom: Helen Broad, Helen Hillier & Bette Corliss - our STOS Team. 
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The Student Council is an important part of our school and this year we wanted to form a  

cohesive student voice with wider representation. A team of staff under the lead of Jenny Gosney 

(DP) spent a lot of time looking at the structure and function of the student council. Michelle King 

and Alysia Cotter, two of our wonderful SLTs, are working on the team to ensure a valid student 

voice is gained, and everyone has a voice. 

The council has now been elected and I look forward to sharing occasional updates from them as 

they settle into their roles as student leaders at our school. 
  

Below, a typical staff meeting where the focus this year is very much on shared learning. Here 
teachers are working with our Digital Technologies | Hangarau Matihiko Lead Team, learning 
about some of the new language and strategies for accessing our students to every greater  
purposeful activities which will enhance their learning and communication skills.  

Student Council 2019 

ñAs the National Champion for 2018, Christchurch City 
Chorus will represent New Zealand at the 2019 Sweet 
Adelines International competition in New Orleans. They 
have proudly represented Christchurch and New Zealand 
on the international stage nine times.ò 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκŎŎŎƘƻǊǳǎΦŎƻΦƴȊκ   - ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƘŜǊŜΗ 
 

One of our wonderful admin team is a 

member of this chorus and we are all 

so excited for her and the rest of the 

chorus. Mary Black is just brilliant and 

very unassuming, so I am sure I will 

be in trouble for sharing this - eek! 

If the concert at the weekend was 

anything to go by, you will blow New 

Orleans away! 

Good luck and enjoy, from all your 

friends and colleagues at Allenvale. 

NgǕ mihi nui 

Gary Quarless 

Tumuaki/Principal 
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